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die as such a violent death, was the true original of the merry
monarch or King of the Saturnalia, as he was called, whom a
happier lot invested with the playful dignity of Master of the
Winter Revels.1     In all probability the grim predecessor of
the frolicsome King of the Saturnalia belonged to that class
of puppets who in some countries have been suffered to reign
nominally for a few days each year merely for the sake of
discharging a burdensome or fatal obligation which otherwise
must have fallen on the real king.2    If that is so, we may
infer that the part of the god Saturn, who was commonly
spoken of as a king,8 was formerly played at the Saturnalia
by the Roman king himself.    And a trace of the Sacred
Marriage may perhaps be detected in the licence accorded to
the human representatives of Saturn, a licence which, if I am
right, is strictly analogous to the old orgies of May Day and
other similar festivals.     It is to be observed that Saturn was Satum
the god of the seed, and the Saturnalia the festival of sowing ^esfe^d
held in December,4 when the autumn sowing was over and the and the
husbandman gave himself up to a season of jollity after the a^thS*
long labours of summer and autumn.5    On the principles of of sowing.
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